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NOTES ON PHOLIDOTA IMBR 1 CA TA LINDL. (ORCHIDACEAE) AND 
ITS LOCAL USE IN RANCHI DISTRICT. BIHAR 


Orchidaceac, the largest family of Power¬ 
ing p'ants is well known for its ornamental 
species. A few of them are of medicinal 
value. The dried tuhers and pseudobulls 
of some of them are being used in indi¬ 
genous system of medicine. Caius (193b) 
has listed several of the species of orchitis 
with medicinal and poisonous propertic;. 

During the course of a plant survey of 
Chotanagpur region in February/March 
1978, Agarwal came across an orchid heinu 
used for medicinal purposes by the lor;* 1 
tribals and villagers at Lohardanga in 
Ranchi District of Chotanagpur region of 
Bihar. According to the people here the 
pseudobulbs fine'y macerated in mustard 
oil and applied to joints helped to alleviata 
rheumatic pains. Even water extracts of 
crushed pseudobnlhs was credited with cura¬ 
tive properties if taken internally. Ir was 
also ohserved that in their weekly bazars, 
the pseudobulbs of the orchid were found 
to be one of the regular commodities for 
sale by the tribals and villagers. A single 
pseudobulb is considered sufficient for 011c 
application in the affected part of the body 
The medicinal property of the orchid ha; 
not been reported in Chopra (1956). Kirii- 
kar et al. (1935), Watt {1891) & Wealth of 
India (1969). 

This orchid introduced in the Indian 
Botanic Garden, Howrah in March, 1978 is 
flourishing and has flowered. On critical 
study it is identified as Pholidota imbricata 



PUie I. Pholidota imbricata Lindl. in a jxn al Indian 
Botanic Garten, Howrah 

Lindl. At Lohardanga, it is a common epi¬ 
phyte and on some of the trees the old 
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clumps were quite large almost reaching 
over a metre in circumference. The nearly 
cylindrical pseudobulbs 5-12 cm high, are 
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nants of their sheaths and the variously 


dried up inflorescences of the previous years. 

The mature leaves are dark green, one from 

each pseudobulb, lanceolate, 15-30 cm long 

and 10-15 cm wide. The inflorescence is 

slender lonp. nendant from the top to the 
9 - 07 ^ 

pseudobulb. (Plate I). 

Since this sturdy orchid has a fairly wide 
distribution and can be easily grown under 
different and variable climatic conditions, it 
can be widely cultivated. This may prove 
a fairly cheap remedy for rheumatism and 


other body pains after due experimentation, 
both pharmacoglogical and biochemical. 

P. K. Sarkar and V. S. Agarwal 

Botanical Survey of India, Howrah, 


REFERENCES 

Annonymus. Wealth of India. Council of Scientific & 
Industrial Research 8. New Delhi. 1969. 

Caius, J. F. Medicinal and poisonous orchids of India. 
J. Bombay nat. Hist . Soc. 38(4). 791-799. 1936. 

Chopra, R. N., S. L. Nayar and I. C. Chopra. Glossary 
of Indian Medicinal Plants. New Delhi. 1956. 

Kirtikar, K. R. and B. D. Basu. Indian Medicinal Plants 
(2nd Ed) 4. Allahabad. 1935. 

Watt, G. Dictionary of Economic products of India. 
6. Calcutta. 1891. 


POLYPOGON H 1 SSARICUS (ROSHEV.) BOR—FIRST RECORD FOR INDIA 


Recently, while scrutinising the specimens 
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Research Institute, Dehra Dun (DD), the 
author located two specimens belonging to 
Polypogon hissaricus (Roshev.) Bor, collect¬ 
ed from Srinagar area in Kashmir. Prior 
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to this hnd, this species was wiwvvu ^ — 
ttrcr and neighbouring Iran 
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and Pakistan.. 

The species was first described as Agros- 
tis hissarica by Roshevitz (i 9 2 3 ) f roin Sam¬ 
arkand in USSR. Bor (195 6 ) established an- 
___:„„ —»i„ Anmetis stewartii Bor, 

UU 1 CI species, uamuy, ^*5— 

based on 2 specimens (Swat, Stewart 24733 
and Kagan, Inayat s. «•) from Pakistan. 
About ten years later, Bor and Melderis 
(1965) noted that both Agrostis stewartii 
Bor and Agrostis hissarica Roshev. represent 
one and the same species and hence reduced 
Agrostis. stewartii Bor to the synonymy of 
Agrostis hissarica Roshev. 

In the genus Agrostis L., the disarticula¬ 
tion of the spikelets takes place above the 
glumes, but in this species the rhachilla is 
articulated below the glumes, a feature 


cnaracteristic of tne genus Polypogon uesf. 

Rnr { 
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cies to Polypogon Desf. For this very rea¬ 
son, earlier, Agrostis semiverticillata (Fors- 
sk.) Christ was also transferred to the genus 
Polypogon Desf. by Hylander (1945). 
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cribed and illustrated here. 

Polypogon M&saricus (Roshev.) Bor, FI. Iran 
70: 307, 1970. 

Agrostis hissarica Roshev. Not. Syst. Herb. 
Hort. Petron. a: qi. 1022. 

Agrostis stewartii Bor in Kew Bull. 255, 
1956; Bor, Grasses Burma, Ceylon, India 
and Pakistan 390, i960; Chase and Niles, 
Index Grass Spp. 1: 92, 1962. 

A perennial caespitose grass with erect or 
decumbent shoots. Culms usually 60-8; cm 
long, slender, terete, glabrous and shining, 
3-4-noded; nodes glabrous, green or purple ; 
branches intravaginal, arising from the low¬ 
er nodes. Leaf-sheaths split to near the base, 
loose, flattened, striate and glabrous, cover¬ 
ing half to two-third the length of the inter- 




